The Twelve Tablets of Latin III/IVH
2 September 2009 – IV Nonas Septembras MMDCCLXII A.U.C.
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Magister Elliott Goodman

C Period

Magister’s Contact Information

E-mail: egoodman@polytechnic.org

Telephone: (626) 792-2147 x6522

Website: http://elliottgoodman.googlepages.com

My main office is in Room A on North Campus.  You may come at any time.

South Campus Office Hours:  A/L on Tuesday, 2:20-3:00 on Wednesday, or by appointment.  I will either be in the Faculty Lounge, Magistra Schuhl’s Office, or the Courtyard between Haaga and Fullerton.
Iter Nostrum
First Semester


We will begin the year reviewing grammar, practicing speaking Latin, and reading dialogues and prose.  The following texts will be our guides:


The Adventures of the Monkey Pilosus Naso. Thomas E. Hayes



Latin III students should have this book from Latin II.  Latin IVH students should see Magister.
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Plautus’ Aulularia. Ed. Gilbert Lawall

Livy’s Story of Lucretia. Ed. Margaret E. Denby

Second Semester

The Fall of the Roman Republic was one of the most exciting times in World History.  We will watch the Republic crumble through the eyes of Cicero and his contemporaries.  Suetonius and Tacitus will guide us through the Julio-Claudian Emperors.

Introducing Cicero. Scottish Classics Group



This book is currently on back order from Varsity Books.


From Augustus to Nero. Garrett Fagan and Paul Murgatroyd


Ancient Rome: An Introduction. Paul Zoch


The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction. Christopher Kelley


Throughout the year, I will give you handouts and other readings.  You are expected to keep them organized in a folder or binder.


As to the matter of a Latin-English dictionary, I recommend the Collins Gem Latin Dictionary (ISBN 0-0470763-X).  If you already own a Latin-English dictionary, you should not buy the Collins Gem.

Speaking in the Classroom


There is a sign posted on the classroom wall.  One side says “Anglice Loqui Licet,” the other “Latine Solum.”  When “Latine Solum” is posted, all members of the class may only speak in Latin.  Speaking English while the sign says “Latine Solum” is an immediate deduction of five participation points.  (These points may be earned back later.)  The only exception to English use is asking in Latin for vocabulary help.  For example, saying “How do you say ‘table’ in Latin?” is nefas
 because the question is in English.  But “quomodo Latine dicitur ‘table’?” is fas.  If you do not understand the Latin classroom conversation, you must ask for clarification in Latin.  In order to earn back participation points, you must meet with Magister during his office hours where he will give you a short task to make up the points.
Homework and In-Class Participation


Nightly homework assignments may vary from worksheets, to textbook readings in Zoch and Kelley, to (most commonly) reading Latin in preparation for the next class period.  When preparing Latin for a class period, you should keep a list in your binder of vocabulary words you do not immediately recognize.  I will tell you when I will check this list.

When we read a text in class that you have prepared for homework, you will earn full credit by translating it or answering questions about it.  However, if you do not show that you have prepared the text (by asking for vocab help in class, by taking a heinously undue amount of time, etc.) you will not receive credit for the homework.

Participating fully in class does not require one to always have their hand in the air first.  Speaking cogently, singing joyfully, doing in-class work responsibly, engaging in games, and the like all qualify as full participation credit.

Homework that you turn in is worth 10 points and will be graded on a √+, √, √- basis.

√ is worth 10 points – it means that the students clearly put in his/her best effort and the majority of the work is correct.  You do not need to answer everything correctly to earn a full 10 points.

√+ will only be given if everything is correct and shows great effort.
√- means that the homework was not completed or did not show satisfactory effort.  √- will be worth either 5 or 0 points, depending on the quality of the work.


Quizzes are worth 25-50 points.  Ostentūs are worth 100 points.  Other assignments may be worth 50-150 points.  The semester exam is worth 20% of your total grade, per World Language Department policy.


Late assignments will lose 10% every calendar day (including weekends) that they are late.  After seven calendar days, assignments may not be turned in for any credit.


As Cato the Younger would have disapproved of poor behavior, participation points will be deducted should students be notably rude or disruptive.  Cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devices are strictly forbidden from the classroom without the explicit permission of Magister.  If a cell phone rings or vibrates audibly during class, five participation points will be deducted.  Texting during class is never tolerated.  In the interest of fairness, should Fortuna frown upon Magister (which almost never happens) and his cell phone should ring or vibrate audibly during class, all students will receive five participation points.
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M. Porcius Cato (the Younger)
wearing his Toga Atra sine Tunica
Quizzes, Tests, and Magnae Chartae


The Poly handbook provides the following definitions:

Quiz: “an individual assessment that takes 25 minutes or less of class time and the preparation is considered part of the 50-minute homework assignment the night before (and is not in addition to it)”

Test (Ostentus): “an individual assessment that takes upwards of 25 minutes of class time and counts significantly in a student’s grade.  It also requires significant study or home preparation time for most students, in general above the 50-minute threshold.”

Paper/Presentation/Project (Magnae Chartae): all are assignments requiring more time than one night of homework and may count significantly in a student’s grade.

I reserve the right to give quizzes unannounced.  Nightly homework will be assigned daily and major assessments (i.e. ostentūs and magnae chartae) will be announced AT LEAST two weeks in advance.

Here are the tentative dates for the ostentūs in the First Semester:



Thursday, October 1: Grammar Review and Pilosus Naso (before Trips Week)



Thursday, November 5: Speaking and Aulularia I. (end of First Quarter)



Tuesday, November 24: Speaking and Aulularia II. (before Thanksgiving Break)



Wednesday, December 16: Speaking and Lucretia. (before Winter Break)



Week of January 17: Upper School Midterms

If I ever change these dates or the nature of the assessment (i.e. from ostentus to magna charta), I will give you at least two weeks notice.

Clementia and Communication

I will give you twenty-four hours of clementia for any assignment, quiz, or ostentus as long as you communicate with me by 9 pm the evening before.  You do not need to tell me why.  You may receive clementia once each quarter.  The assignment will not receive the 10% penalty for the duration of the 24-hr. extension.  However, if the assignment is still overdue past the 24 hours, the 10% penalty will be applied from the original due date.

If you have any questions about what the homework is or how to do it, please e-mail me at egoodman@polytechnic.org.  I will do my best to reply to all e-mails by 9 pm.  If you e-mail me an assignment, I must confirm receipt of the assignment.  If I do not reply to your e-mail saying that the file works, you cannot assume that you have turned in the assignment.  I recommend bringing a hard copy in case you have not received a reply.

Quiz and ostentus corrections may be done for one-third of your points back.  Corrections should be on a separate piece of paper and must be turned in with the original ostentus at the beginning of the next class period after Magister has returned ostentūs.  If you do not correct the ostentus on time, the score stands.  You can receive up to one-third of your points back on the ostentus for each of your correct answers.  Here are two examples of this policy:


1)  Flavia receives a 70% on an ostentus.  She corrects her test and all of her corrections are right.  Because 
she missed 30% and all of her corrections are right, she can receive 10% back.  Her grade on the ostentus is 
bumped up to 80%.


2)  Cornelia also received a 70%, but only half of her corrections were right.  So rather than receive 10% 
back, she only receives 5%, making her final score for that ostentus 75%.
III/IVHonors Split


There are two levels of students in this class: Latin III (those who took Latin II last year) and Latin IV Honors (those who took Latin III last year).  The only text which remains from last year’s Latin III is Plautus’ Aulularia.  The Latin IV Honors students, however, have had more exposure to Latin prose, and will be given opportunities and assignments throughout the year which ask more of them than the Latin III students.  This may serve as a leader in group projects or class time, have different prompts for magnae chartae, et cetera.  Anytime there are different expectations for Latin IV Honors students, it will be clearly communicated to the entire class.
Contacting Magister


Please e-mail me (egoodman@polytechnic.org) or call my office phone (626-792-2147 x6522) anytime.  I do mean anytime.  It is better to let me know of an issue at 1 am than at the beginning of class.  Please feel comfortable to come to me with any issue.
Contacting Home

If after speaking with you, you are still having difficulty with homework or class time, I will speak with someone at home so we can work out a way to get things back on track.  According to the policy set forth by Dr. Neilson and the Grade-level Deans, I will contact home after three missed or sub-par events.  A sub-par event is one that stands out from your previous performance as being lower than the existing range of scores.  I will also contact home about any assignment that is equal to or lower than a C- (for Sophomore and Junior students) or a D+ (for Senior students).  If you perform outstandingly well on an assignment or make a significant improvement, I will contact home and boast of your accomplishments.  Grade-level deans will be notified of all communications home.
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“I am biased in favor of students learning English; I would make them all learn English; and then I would let the clever ones learn Latin as an honor, and Greek as a treat.” - Winston Churchill





Clodia Metelli,


First Woman of Rome





LATIN IS A LANGUAGE


AS DEAD AS DEAD CAN BE!


IT KILLED ALL THE ROMANS


AND NOW IT’S KILLING ME!








� fas and nefas are Roman religious terms meaning “allowed” and “sinful/not allowed.”  Literally, they are Old Latin words meaning “speakable before the gods” and “unspeakable before the gods.”





