Latin VII
27 August 2008 - VI Kalends Septembris MMDCCLXI A.U.C.
Magister Elliott Goodman

Room A

Magister’s Contact Information

E-mail: egoodman@polytechnic.org

Telephone: (626) 792-2147 x202

Website: http://elliottgoodman.googlepages.com

My main office is in Room A.

Latin Help Times:  After school until 3 on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

This Year

We will be TRAVELLING THROUGH TIME TWO THOUSAND YEARS!  Using Ecce Romani I and Ancient Rome by Paul Zoch as our travel guides, we will be learning all about the ancient Romans - their language, their history, and their culture.

My expectations of you

I expect that you will:

· be respectful to me and your fellow students,

· turn in homework on time and be organized,

· communicate with me if you are having problems,

· participate in class and activities,

· ask LOTS of questions, and

· HAVE FUN!


In return, I will do my best to return graded homework as soon as possible and make sure that you are doing your best to succeed.  If you have any questions for me, I will do my best to make myself accessible to you.  I check my e-mail daily until 9pm every school-night and will respond as soon as able.  I would love to meet with you - please speak with me to schedule a time that works for both of us.

Your Binder

Please have a Latin binder or a section for Latin in your binder.  Please divide your Latin binder into the following sections:
· Grammar
· History/Art

· Homework

· Ostentus

As you are now in seventh grade, if you would like to use a different way of organizing your binder, you may as long as you speak with me first.
Homework and Ostentus

On Mondays I will announce what the homework will be for the week and the due date of each assignment.  The homework will be posted on my website on that Monday.  If you have any questions about what the homework is or how to do it, please e-mail me at egoodman@polytechnic.org.  If you e-mail me and I do not respond, then I did not receive your e-mail.

Each semester you have one homework “freebee”.  This means that once a semester you may turn in your homework late and still receive full credit.  USE THIS WISELY!  If you know you have something that will make doing your homework difficult in the future, save your freebee for that day - do not waste your freebee!

Each Friday you will have an “ostentus”.  Ostentus means “demonstration” in Latin and is the same in singular and plural.  They will focus on that week’s topic but will also include questions from previous ostentus.  You will use only your ingenium - your intellect - on ostentus.  At the end of the semester, the lowest score from an ostentus will be dropped.  If your grade on an ostentus is below 75%, you must correct your test for homework.  If you receive above 75% you may still correct your ostentus, but it is not required.  You can receive up to one-third of your points back on the ostentus for each of your correct answers.  Here are two examples of this policy:


1)  Flavia receives a 70% on an ostentus.  She corrects her test and all of her corrections are right.  Because 
she missed 30% and all of her corrections are right, she can receive 10% back.  Her grade on the test is bumped up to 80%.


2)  Cornelia also received a 70%, but only half of her corrections were right.  So rather than receive 10% back, she only receives 5%, making her final score for that ostentus 75%.

After we finish a unit, you will have a test.  I will let you know at least two weeks in advance when we will have a test and what will be on it.

I would advise you not to work in groups for homework, because doing homework by yourself is good practice for ostentus and tests.  But, PLEASE STUDY TOGETHER FOR OSTENTUS AND TESTS!
Grading

The grading scale is:



90% and above - Honors



80% - 90% - Commendable



70% - 80% - Satisfactory



60% - 70% - Unsatisfactory


I will use the following rubric on your Quarterly Progress Report:

· Pronounces Latin words correctly

· Shows clear understanding of material on homework

· Shows clear understanding of material on quizzes

· Understands Latin grammar

· Has a grasp of Roman culture and history
Homework and in-class assignments will be graded as follows:


√+  Exceeds Expectations
√  Meets Expectations

√-  Below Expectations

A √ (Meets Expectations) is worth full credit.  The majority of students should receive a √ on most assignments.


Late homework is a serious matter.  If you do not turn in an assignment on the day it is due, it will be considered tardy.  If you have more than three tardy assignments in a quarter, your grade will go down one step (e.g. from Honors– to Commendable+).  If you have more than five tardy assignments in a quarter, your grade will go down one full level (e.g. from Honors to Commendable).
Contacting Home

If after speaking with you, you are still having difficulty with homework or class time, I will speak with someone at home so we can work out a way to get things back on track.  On the other hand, my favorite thing to do is to call home and proudly boast about something you did extraordinarily well during the year.
“I am biased in favor of students learning English; I would make them all learn English; and then I would let the clever ones learn Latin as an honor, and Greek as a treat.” - Winston Churchill





LATIN IS A LANGUAGE


AS DEAD AS DEAD CAN BE!


IT KILLED ALL THE ROMANS


AND NOW IT’S KILLING ME!








